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JCS IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 5870 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AEMR, SREF, CB, VS, RP, US 

SUBJECT: US TITLE TO VIETNAMESE MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

REF: A. MANILA 5843 
B. MANILA 5864 

1. DFA DELIVERED URGENT NOTE THIS EVENING (MAY 5) (IN 
REPLY TO EMB NOTE REF A) WHICH STATES INTER ALIA THAT UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS QUESTION OF TITLE TO PUBLIC VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT 
OF THE FORMER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM SHALL HAVE BEEN RESOLVED 
BETWEEN US AND PRG, THOSE WHICH HAVE ENTERED OR MAY ENTER THE 
PHILIPPINES WILL REMAIN UNDER INTERNMENT (FULL TEXT BELOW). 

2. GOP DECISION OF COURSE CONTRARY TO UNDERSTANDING WITH 
ROMULO (REF B) AND AMBASSADOR IMMEDIATELY DISCUSSED WITH 
MELCHOR AND PONCE ENRILE WHO ALSO ATTENDED CABINET MEETING 
THIS AFTERNOON AT WHICH DECISION MADE. THEY CLAIM MEETING 
AGREED ROMULO WOULD CHECK NOTE WITH AMBASSADOR FOR HIS CON- 
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CURRENCE BEFORE TRANSMITTAL. THEY ALSO APPEARED NAIVELY UNAWARE 
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OF IMPLICATIONS OF THIS ACT OF FOLLY WHICH FURTHER COMPOUNDED 
BY DFA SENDING IDENTICAL NOTE TO PRG. PONCE ENRILE ATTEMPTED TO 
STOP DESPATCH OF NOTE TO PRG BUT NOTE HAD ALREADY BEEN 
DESPATCHED. PONCE ENRILE AND MELCHOR SEEM UNNERVED BY OUR 
REACTION AND INDICATED STRONG DESIRE TO TRY TO SORT OUT 
PROBLEM TOMORROW. 

3. IN MEANTIME WE HAVE URGED CINCPACREPPHIL TO INSTRUCT 
THOSE VIETNAMESE MAP FURNISHED VESSELS ENROUTE TO SUBIC TO 
BYPASS SUBIC IF THEY ARE ABLE TO DO SO AND PROCEED DIRECT 

TO GUAM. UNFORTUNATELY, MOST VIETNAMESE VESSELS NOW TRYING TO 
REACH SUBIC ARE IN POOR CONDITION, CROWDED WITH SICK AND 
EXHAUSTED REFUGEES, AND UNABLE TO MAKE LONG VOYAGE TO GUAM. 
FOR SUCH SHIPS THERE IS NO CHOICE BUT TO LET THEM ENTER SUBIC 
AND RISK "INTERNMENT" BY GOP. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS INCONCEIVABLE THAT GOP WOULD WISH TO 
BRING UPON ITSELF THE WRATH OF THE US AND JEOPARDIZE CHANCES 
OF OBTAINING LEGALLY FROM US AIRCRAFT AND VESSELS FROM 
VIETNAM MAP. MOST REASONABLE EXPLANATION AT THE MOMENT IS 
SMART ASS GAMBIT BY ROMULO WHICH MELCHOR AND PONCE ENRILE 
SHOULD HAVE HAD SENSE ENOUGH TO PREVENT. 

5. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DFA NOTE 75-1180 DATED MAY 5: 

QUOTE 

IN REPLY, THE DEPARTMENT WISHES TO STATE THAT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW ALL PUBLIC VESSELS AND 
AIRCRAFT OF THE FORMER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WHICH HAVE 
ENTERED OR WHICH MAY ENTER THE PHILIPPINES HAVE TO BE 
INTERNED. THIS APPLIES TO LSM-400 AND LST-802 WHICH ACCORDING 
TO INFORMATION ARRIVED IN SUBIC RESPECTIVELY ON 3 AND 4 MAY 
1975, AND TO THE DC-6A (XV FCIII) WHICH LANDED IN CLARK AIR 
FORCE BASE ON 29 APRIL 1975. 

THE DEPARTMENT ALSO WISHES TO INFORM THE EMBASSY THAT IT HAS 

RECEIVED A TELEGRAM FROM THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM DATED 5 MAY 1975 REQUESTING 
HELP IN "THE COMPLETE AND URGENT RETURN TO THE PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM" 

OF THE WARSHIPS AND AIRPLANES WHICH OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF 
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THE DEFUNCT SAIGON ADMINISTRATION HAVE TAKEN WITH THEM IN 
THEIR FLIGHT TO THE PHILIPPINES. 

IN VIEW THEREOF, THE QUESTION OF TITLE OVER SUCH PUBLIC 
VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT OF THE FORMER REBPULIC OF VIETNAM 
WHICH HAVE ENTERED OR WHICH MAY ENTER THE PHILIPPINES WILL HAVE 
TO BE NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE QUESTION OF 
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TITLE SHALL HAVE BEEN RESOLVED, THE PUBLIC VESSELS AND 
AIRCRAFT OF THE FORMER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WHICH HAVE ENTERED 
OR WHICH MAY ENTER THE PHILIPPINES WILL REMAIN UNDER 
INTERNMENT. UNQUOTE 
SULLIVAN 
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